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Political Organization.
Some of tlio Northern people have

been commenting adversely on the scant

vote in the South. The South might re¬

taliate by commenting on the surplus vote
in at least ono city o.t the North. The

Pliiladelphia Lodger says that the six

wards comprised in the old "city prop¬
er" had a population In 1890 of 104.154. In

1900 this population had shrunk to 95,784.
The vote returned from these six wards
in 1890 was.20,022 and In 1900 it was IV
608. Thero has been somo immigration
into tho eastern end of tho old city since
1900, but not more than enough, it is

said, to offsot the population e-lsowhere.
Tet tho vote returned from these six
wards aggregated 27,828, an Increase of

more than 40 per cent, in four years. The

whole number of malo persons twenty-pne
years of age and upward living in these

six wards in 1900, including aliens, im¬

beciles and criminals was 83,475; yot tho
number of qualified voters registered for

tlio last, election was 37,877, being 4,400
moro than all riiaterial out of which voters

coud possibly bo made irrespective of
constitutional qualifications. In the

Seventh Ward, whore tho censrus shows
N.72!) adult mass, the assessors' lists show
K>,0S9' voters; in the 'Tenth Ward, where
the adult, mass numbers 8,013 there are

11,689 voters registered.
The simple explanation of all this is

that Philadelphia Is dominated by
¦Strong political organization which mukes
politics its business. It has an annual
income,; according to tho Ledger, of about
$200,000, mad© up mostly of assessments
from the 10,000 office holders, who arc

compelled to contribute a portion of their
earnings that elections may bo corrupted
and officials chosen who will assist in

perpetuating the organization, The or¬

ganization alsp has a. pull on * banks in
which city funds are deposited, upon
thoso who hold'city contracts and upon

thoso who enjoy municipal benefits of
sundry kinds.- It Is that sort of organ¬
ization that Is a curse to our municipali¬
ties. It is a political oligarchy which
roaches out in all directions and gathers
in, It is the worst form of tho latter
day trust, employing tho money of the
people to subsidize tho servants of the
people, uslng\,th.0 servants of tho people
»s agents in perpetuating its ckwn power
and using all things, public funds, public
servants and the

# powerful Influence
which control, always exerts to pilfer and
lino Its own pockets with gold.
A blight upon such an olTgarchyl It is

an organization of oppression and cor¬

ruption, and tho curse of municipal gov¬
ernment. Have wo not as a people the
intelligence, tho courage and tho right¬
eousness to shake it off and devise a safe,
honest and business like scheme of mu¬

nicipal government that will eliminate
political, holism and corruption and give
to the people nil the benefits of taxation?
If not our boosted ganlui for self-govern-
ment is vain.

The Inaugural Bali.
Then) was a dpal of cheap talk to the

naileries In the discussion before the
House of Representatives on Monday lost
'f>» tho inaugural ball. Ou-s member took
offense at the suggestion that the ball
should bo a "regal affair." He w.'ia op¬
posed to having anything doni In this
country In a regal manner; ho wanted
everything, to bo done In a simple, demo¬
cratic manner, "The whole tendency of
the Inaugural ball," na!d he, "is tho crea¬

tion of special privileges, to glvo to the
enormously wealthy class an opportunity
for display, and lo the female, members
of til >-'e fauill'es who want to display
their money In a most ostentatious man¬
ner.to show to the rest of tho world that
tlic-y arc eupwior to everybody elso-an
opportunity to parade their Jewels, their
gowns, and their llncy. so Unit U iuu

go all over tho United States that Mrs.
Tom Jones attended tl.o President's in-
augural ball, and that tho was arrayed
111 such and such lluciy, which is be¬
lieved to have cost $5,0M.' "

By the same token ho might bavo ob¬
jected to tho inuugural parade and to ;vi|
the pomp &nd circumstance of the entire
occasion. There Is aolMn^ in it regal or
king!), it Is, proper um ft tfr«?ut end
wealthy nation like our, should mfi.ke a
fine display when the Prudent in for¬
mally conducted Into ofllce, Such a di»-
id.iv lnvltus patriotism h"ii enuvnoes the
rcbpect of tho people for He guvi-rume,-.?.
Am for the inuugural ball, It is a l.in---

(i»noted custom, and ihe affair is t',->or-
(AUgll'y informal and <p>rui/cj.ui<:. »r

-..>'j«»e, those jvjto n'j winli to make u joc-d

appearance, and there Is much display of
nne tilothot n,nd JewMs.It may be In some
Ihstaneei" n disgusting display, but that
Is a mattor of Indlvlduo! taste, and th*
display certainly adds to tho fcnjofcmont
of Uw women folks. But titers aro no

exclusive prlvliegea In the ball room.

A.II cla«sses of people- are entitled to at¬

tend, and the mixing of the people In
social Intercourse tends to promote the
democratic spirit. Those who do not be¬
lieve in dancing need not dance, and those
who do not believe In bulls n»M not at¬
tend. But Coneress has no business to
be Mtpressing an opinion on that phase
of the subject. Such Interference would
have ths strong flavor of government In¬
terference tn religious matters, if there
Is aiiy harm In a ball, the harm is from
a religious polht of view, and with that
the government lis* nothing to do.

Will Lawson be Brought to
Book?

It Js reported from New York that
Thomas W. Lawson is to be arrested on
the complaint*of H. H. Rogers, of the
Standard Odl Company, and held to ao-

count for his accusations.
Lawson has been talking like a wild,

man, but many persons believe that fliere
Is much truth in the charges which he
has made- against tho captains of finance,
and thero Is' a. doep-seated impression that
the captains are afraid to bring him to

book, for In doing so they would bo com-

polled to bring themselves to book. Law-
son might not be able to make good, but
when an investigation is onee begun there
Is no telling where It will end. and there
is ground for belief that the corporations
which Lawson has accused are not will¬
ing to talw the pUblio into their confi¬
dence and maks a show-down-
But no matter how wild Lawson may

be; no matter if ho has turned "State's
evidence;" no matter If he has made a

ludicrous and disgusting exhibition of
himself, ha has caught tho publlo ear
and he haa sot the poople to thinking. He
has at least aroused suspicion, and he has

put tho captains of financo on the de¬
fensive. It is not enough for thesn to
deny. It te not enough for them to call
upon Lawson to mako good his accusa¬

tions, in order to take themselves out of
the shadow of popular suspicion, they
must corns out into the sunlight of pub¬
licity and prove their Innocence.
Possibly Mr. Rogers has determined to

pursue that course. If so, he will do
well, and others who have been similarly
accused will do well to follow his exam¬

ple.

The Winter Solstice.
Well, well, old winter from this time

on. your days will lengthen and your
power decrease, for the sun having made
his southern Journey and stopped at
Troplo of Capricorn, begins his north¬
ward march to-day, bringing In his train,
spring and summer and flowers, and
leaves nnd fru^t and warmth and light
and Ufa.
Who was It that said "the darkest hour

is Just before dawn?" for ho might well
have added that chin winter's shortest
day and longest night mark the turning
of the'tide to the iipat arid light of sum¬
mer. And tho maker.ofyproyerbs might
well have blessed tho sun that having
reached his southernmost point, he made
no long tarrying, but hastened his steos
to return north once moro, All nations,
tribes and peoples have in all time's wor¬

shipped the sun as the'giver of life, and
It was tho most' natural of Instincts that
mado tho old Romans rejoico at the win¬
ter ending of the sun's Journey. Sol-
stitlum, ''sun standing still," they called
It, for they knew that oven with the snow
and cold of bleak January and bitter
February to follow, the solstice meant
the coming of May and June throbbing
with warmth and life. So, too, in the
midst of the long golden afternoons and
summer twilights of June, the thoutrht-
ful feol an Involuntary pang at tho pros-
poet of passing summer and coming win¬
ter; when on June the 21st the sun stops
for a moment on tho troplo of canoor to
behold, the limitless plains of Arctic Jce
and then starts south with tho unre¬
strained north harrying his rotreat.
Enough of proverbs, and enough of

snow, and even though wo cannot escape
more of both, lot us be glad that tho
long lane, bo It good or 111, turns at last.

Mr. Wysor's Card.
We print elsewhere a communication

from Mr. J, C. Wysar, late nomlneo of
the Deniooratlo party for Congress In the
Ninth District, in which ho outlines the
causes of his defeat and in which he also
makes some general observations on Vir¬
ginia politics worthy of noto. Mr! Wy¬
sor's communication speaks for itself and
Is well .worth reading. We are especially
interred In what he has to say on the
subject of honest elections. He slates
Iho plain truth when he says that Demo-
craw cannot compluln of Republicans for
buying votes so long ns they show a will¬
ingness to do the same thing, and that so

long as both pollUcal parties are inclined
to buy votes neither has tho right to com¬
plain because the other happens to have
the longer purse.
There Is less excuse for Democrats than

for Republicans In vote-buylng, for tho
Democrats have put themselves on record
as bains opposed to the corrupt practice
und have, made a law to punish all who
engage in it. Mr. Wyeor ulso says that
tho pure elo"ctlons law will not in itself
prevent tile-corrupt use 0/f money in elec¬
tions. "The law," says ho, "'merely ex¬

presses a high and lofty sentiment, proved
by alt good men, but our only hope Is
to educate the people to place a higher
value upon tho right of suffrage," Wo
cannot entirely agree with him in this,
The law Iwuj no force within Itself, but
If it be backed by strong sentiment nnd
rigidly enforced It will go a long wuy,
certainly, toward purifying elections and
preventing tho traffic In votes. For our

part, we aro In fawr of amending '.he
law ,¦." as to make' the penalties even
more severe. It hag long been our con¬

tention, and we, ore moro e"nd more con¬
vinced of the r|g;m >ind.rls!itfc<jusiiess, of
our position that every' person convicted
of cither haying 'or selling a vote should
bo perpetually disfranchised.
We do agree, however, tmltvly villi

Mr. Wysor In his contention that as thti
Democracy ban oontrol of cur election
machinery. "tho duty flbvotves upon It

to provide the Stats with election offi¬
cials true and conscientious, fearless and

faithful, Incorrupt and Incorruptible, sus¬
tained and maintained by tho whole pow¬
er cf the Commorwealth." With honest
elootion officiate wa may have and will
havo honest elections under any law;
with dishonest officials we shall havo
dishonest oleotlor.s no matter how good
the law may be.

Mr. Worniley's Poems.
The volume entitled, "Poems by Car¬

ter W. "Wormloy," was recently reviewed
at length by Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch, but an

Mr. Wormloy :» a ottUon of Richmond
and as his'poems havs been so favorably
rccelvod, It seems to tm proper to make
special mention in Uiese columns of tho
attractive littlo book which has arrived
in timo for tho holidays.
- Mr. Wormloy demotfstratos in his poeris
that he is capable of "lofty themes nnd
thoughts that soar on hiffh" and he has
shown genius In the technique of verse

making. HIb initial poem, "The Dove."
Is written in the metre of Poe's "Bells"
and in rythm and musical Jingle will
compare most favorably with that noted
composition of, tho fauthor of "Tho
Raven."
Quite dlfforont from "Tho Dove" Is

"Bill Cranton, a Talo of tho Mills." This
Is written in Western dialed, in the stylo
of Bret Harte, and that distinguished poet
would not havo felt ashamed to bo Its au¬

thor.
Ono of tho best of all tho poems is

"Waters of Marah," w)iloh is written in
a different strain from that of either of
tho others mentioned. It breathen of
sorrow and reads os- though it "gushed
from tho heart" of the author In somo

moment of. inspired sadness.as natural¬
ly "as tears from the eyelids start." /

There are other poems on various sub¬
jects and with few exceptions, they are

of real merit and highly credltaolo to tho
author. We congratulate. Mr. Wormloy
upon the success of his first volume ind
hope that ho will be encouraged to other
endeavors .In literature.

"Fewer Gallons; Wears
Longer."

Tho secret Is out, and Richmond can
go on living just as If the riddle had
never been asked.
No, it can't, cither. .. Richmond Is not

going to bo what It was before. Its
houses aro going to be brighter, Its
people a little more prosperous; they are

going" to have-some of their money loft
to buy other ^thing's with.
The answer to the riddle is this: xou

can point a building with fewer gallons
of Dovoo Lead-'ond Zinc paint than with
mixed paints, and it will wear several
times as long as a building- painted with
lead and oil mixed by hand.
* There's proof abundant of it all over
tho United States.- There will soon bo
proof abundant of it In Richmond.
What will jieople do with the rest of

their money?
T-Tebraska is threatening to send to the

United States Senate a Mr. Burkott, who,
If lie gets there,-' will 'havo tho'distinction'
of helnt? the youngest man In that au¬

gust body. lie is Just thlrty-soven'; years
¦old. However, the- Senate' -is '"n'otj the
body of patriarchs that Jt used to be.
Thero aro a number of men In it,who
would be .offended if they were called old.
Mr. Hemenway, who is:to be tho new sen¬

ator from .Indiana, Is only forty-four.
Senator Beveridgc, who a ready holds a

seat, is'two years younger, being but
forty-twO, .Senator Dick, of Ohio, who
succeeded Mr. Hahna, Is only forty-six.
Senator Knox, of Pennsylvania, although
he has-" already been Attorney-General, Is
fifty-one, and Senator. Crane, of Massa¬
chusetts, who has Just entered; the,Sen¬
ate to succeed a very old man, is the same

age as Senator Knox.- "Youngsters" are

getting to tho front, even In tho United
States Senate;'

Newport News Is to build the cruiser
North Carolina, and when launching
time comes, the folks from "down home"
will simply take the shipbuilding town
all the way from the shipyard gate to
the border line of Hampton.

Richmond does not do anything by
halves, and when it conies to looking out
for tho poor and afflicted In bad weather
she goes a little boyond the 100 per cent,
mark.

George Ade's great literary work has
done its worst. He now lias to live on
broakfnst foods, and has nothing strong¬
er than filtered rain water to drink.

The moral of tho Lawson-Greene make¬
up is that novices and lambs had better
keep off the Amalgamated Copper market
for quite a while yet,

Tho old fashioned Virginia eggnog will
come a little high this year, because of
the doings of the allegea egg.cold stor¬
age trust,,
If you find In your Christmas stocking

a uoto signed Andrew Carnoglo. you had
bettor see tho great library builder be-
foro you get it cashed,

Having set tho date for his own politi¬
cal funeral, the Honorable .David Bennett
Hill has but a few,more days to live, na
a political leader.

rrr-;.."ttttr~r-...--;
It is html to toll which furnishes tlio

most disgusting' reading matter, the
Bmoot case Investigation, tho Chadwick
trial or the Nuu Patterson ouslnesa tr
Now York, f

Presldont Harper, of tho Chicago Uni¬
versity, has touched up tho oil consum¬
ing public for another $3,000,000. As usual
Mr. Rockefeller advanced |t.

Parodies on the "Night Before Christ¬
mas" aro now In ord*r.tn some other
newspaper office,

Circulating paper In u Chadvvlckian
si.'iisu Is liable to land tho circulator In
tt State prison Bomowhe.ro.
Yon had uiuplo warning. Now, }'. yqu

ate crowded this week with your Christ¬
mas shopping, do not blpuie Tlie T.-D.

Thero have been bigger snows "In old
Virginia, but very few If uny that were
bvtlcr fixed for sleighing yurpob-ea

SHORT TALKS ON RAILROADS
THE ELKINS ACT.

Wo pointed out soma weeks afc/o in nn

article on anti-trust legislation that the
Blktns act, which was passed February,
1003. was tho most thorough-going and
efficient pdcco of legislation yet enacted
for tho prevention of rate cutting. It Is
noteworthy that such a radically repres¬
sive measure should have been offered
by a trust magnate and passed by a Re¬
publican Congress. This act, however,
with all Its power, offers no redress to
the shipper, who complains that tbo rates
are too high, and asks a cut not only for
himself, but for all tho world as well.
W'aon discriminatory or i|induly high rales
a.-e In force, the shipper has no redress
under tho JElklrts act so Jong as tho, rail¬
roads impartially hold up every shipper
alike. Of course, such Improper rates are
"forbidden by law," but their unlawful¬
ness must first bQ determined by tho In¬
terstate Commerce Commission if tha
power of the Federal courts Is to bo used
to prevent their enforcement. Under the
terms of this act, the railroads cannot
give shippers a lower rnto than tho pub¬
lished tariff oxeept upon payment of
heavy fines. Several notewoftny advances
aro made by this act over previous simi¬
lar laws, in that it makes tho offending
company as well as its agent llablo to
-prosecution and fine. Also, whilo previous
legislation roquired the complainant to
show that shippers were actually charged
both tho published ana the private rate,
the present law only roqulree a departure!
from the published rate tto/.be shown.JThls
greatly simplifies tho .case which the
complainant has to make out, for It Is no
longor necessary to show'actual dlserilh-
inatlon, a more departure from tho Dub-
llshed rate, whether for all. shippers or
not, being made a punishable'mlsdemean-|
or both for tho carrier which grants and
tho shipper which accepts such lower or
different rate. This act empowers United
States circuit courts to restrain by In- ¦]
junction or other, appropriate process any
departure from published rates or "any
discriminations forbidden by law." This
writ is onforclblo both against the car¬
rier nnd tho parties interested In tshlo-
plng at tho lowor rate. The -Interstate
Commerce Commission In Its rep'ort of De-
comber 15, 1003, commends tho Bikini act
as a salutary ana. efficient measuro which
does all that is possible by way of puni¬
tive and prolilbltlvo legislation In prevent¬
ing direct rate outting, and adds thct
never before In our history has the ad¬
herence to published rates been so gen-
oral os at present, It Is well to rcmem-
her, however, that the inducement to cut!
rates is very slight when all the roads
are crowded with traffic. Tho real strain

comes Irt hard time*, and that test has
not yet been applied to tho Blklns act.
Commenting on this seemlnKly eerone con¬
dition, tho commission says "that unfair
dlscrlmlhationr still exist to tho great ad¬
vantage of favored shippers and con¬

trary to tho spirit and Interest oi the
HTlk|ns aot. Tlila condition, howevor, Is
duo to the recently worked out scheme
of side-track and,.witching charges where*
by the manufacturing plant*, by operat¬
ing the switching; tracks as a separate
railroad, are enabled to get Itnportaht
rebates in freight rates under" the arulee
of anporllonlng the dost of transporta¬
tion between the various earners. T) so
subterfuges have been recently brou&H
to light by tho Armour Company and Har¬
vester Company cnaeo, which wort tried
last month in Chicago before Judge Gross-
cup, with tho result that the public are
how Informed even if they are not pro-
tected.
Removal of the rate cutting evil, though

It halps to clear up the situation, by no
means settles the equally vital and press*
Ing question of the rate making, power,
Slnco its creation the Interstate Com¬
merce Commission has not ceased to urge
that sufficient powers be given some re¬
sponsible tribunal to Insure the making
of fair and reasonable rates. At present
the commission has the innocuous1 right
of protest And the futile' redress Of
recommendation. Its actual powors for
relieving n shipper from hardship of 'an

Umjeasonablo rate consist solely, in. declar¬
ing tho rate too high. To quote from the
report of the Interstate Commerce Coim-
mlssloh for 1903: "However plain a given
caso may appear, or however clearly in¬
justice may bo established By pertinent
proof, the only order which the commis¬
sion has power to make Is the limited and
inconclusive order to 'cease and desist'
from charging the rates or doing the
things found to bo unlawful. HJveu that
order has no binding force upon the car-
rlcr, but can bo disregarded with im¬
punity until compliance is decreed by the
courts at tho end of tedious and expen¬
sive litigation."
The substantial result of such com¬

plaints by tho shipper Is little lijoro than
investigation and publicity, for the rail¬
roads can meet the order of tne commis¬
sion by reducing the rate Just enough
to change It In contemplation of law,
without thereby giving »any. real relief to
shippers. In the opinion of the commis¬
sion the aggrieved shippers complain for¬
mally Jhot from any hope of real advan¬
tage, but because they see no other way
of escapo from conditions which they re¬

gard as intolerable.

QUERIES and
ANSWERS

A Point in Grammar.
Editor of'The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.The following was recently pub¬

lished in your query column:
"Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
"Sir,.Will you Inform mo If those two

sentences are right? ;Wh"en do you think
ho! will come?' 'He will hot deign to do
any more than he can help,'

"READER.
'Wo can see no grammatical flaw in

these sentences,"
The position which you occupy is that

of a husy man,"who needs and has a clear
and serviceable English stylo, and your
necessary disregard of finical niceties
breeds a tolerance which ts expressed In
your opinion that the two sentences above-
will pass.
With your permission, however, I should

like to call attention to serious defects
In them both.
Touohing the first, the interrogative

adverb, when, belongs to tho verb which
has tho Interrogative form, and the sen¬
tence forces "when" to apply to the think¬
ing and not to tho coming. It is impossi¬
ble to regard the sentence "do you think"
as parenthetical, because that leaves
"when ho will come" to ask a question,
and the words aro pot in proper interro¬
gative shape. This use .probably grow out
of tho ease with which the affirmative
form may bo employes with adverbs and
conjunctions; as, "When you think ho will
come," "If you think he will come," etc.
Tho force of Interrogative words is, how¬
ever, in English, to, draw the verb In
front of the subject, and, while one would
hardly bo so sanguine as to expect a

'reformation In this matter, the only per¬
missible form of the sentence referred to
Is, "When, do you think, will be como?"
Regarding the second sentence,'I should

like to remind you that many years ago
I suggested tho substitution of "never"
In place of "ever" In such forms as "Ho
tried over so hard," etc., and any one
who will look out for tho use in the lighter
English of tho post twenty years will
observ'o at least some inclination to follow
the suggestion. This might Justify the
hope that a trifle of admonition will not
bo wasted If It Is applied to tire error in
this second sentence, an error frequently
committed, but easy, if a Jittlo awkward,
to correct,
Tho sentence Implies that there, Is-some-

thing that ho cannot help doing. The-]
person is unwilling to do more than a

llxed amount, and that amount.Is what
"he can not help." The sentence ought,
therefore, to read: "He will not do any
more than ho cannot help," or, as ypu
have .it, "He will not deign to do any
moro than he cannot help." J, II
We are of tho opinion that the fore¬

going objections aro not well taken, Such
objections could bo urged with for greator
force against such expressions as "I had
rather go," "You had better mond your
ways," and many other Idlomatie loou-
tlons of our mother tongue, The fact Is,
usage Is tho supreme law of longuage,
and grammarians and gerund-grinders
have no moro right to r*Ject expressions
used by reputable writers than spelling
book and dictionary-makers have to re¬

ject words that have passed Into the com¬

mon treasury of speech. Such 1601011069
us thoso to which J. H. objects con he

found In every good writer of English,
from Chaucer to Matthew Arnold. They
uro too deeply Imbedded In the founda¬
tions of our noble English tongue to bo

removed by tho fragile Implements of
captious critics-. There are hundreds of

virile phrases und classes used by the
greatest masters of JBnglleh that defy
critics to put thoin into grammatical
straight-Jackets,

The kand Problem.
Editor of The Tlmes-PJspatoh; '

Sir,.The land problem in your lust
Issue, to "divide llf».86 acres into three
parts of equal value, ono Of which lo
worth w per acre, the second HO per
acre, and 'th* third m p»r owe," |f>uy

bo solved arithmetically and more simply
as follows:.
Find the least common multiple of 20,

15 and 12, wh h is 60; divide 60 by 20. 13
and W, and wr. have if. 4 and 5, respective¬
ly; this Is -the1 proposition in which tho
land must bo divided; that Is, the.'tracts
or subdivisions will contain 3-13 of 119.35=
20.83 9-12; 4-12 of 110.35=39.78 4-12, nnd
5-12 of 139.35=49.72; llrlS acres, respectively.
Proof: the sum of these, numbers equal
U9.35 acres.

.. SURVEYOR'
Woburn, Va. December 16, 19M.

Editor of The TImes-DIspatcb:
Sir,.Please Inform me. if 'iron aro out

on a, "Jury" promiscuously without regard
to occupation or reputation. Can a butch¬
er or saloonkeeper serve?

JESSE L. TRENT.
Section (1139 of the Code provides that

all male oltlrens, twenty-one years of ago,
and not over sixty, who are entitled to
vote and hold ot.flce, under tho Consti¬
tution and laws of this State, shall be
liable' to serve as Jurors, except as noreln
after provided. The list of those .who are
exempt Is, given In section 3140. The
Judge of the court is required "to ure-
pare a list of such inhabitants of tho
county or corporation, not exempt by sec¬
tion 8140 as are well qualified to serve
as jurors.

Mr. Carnegie's Address.
Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Was reading In your Sunday paper

something wrote by Mr.; Andrew Car¬
negie; I presume you could tell me his
address. Some time ago he was in Now
York;' if so, where can he bo located? Am
anxious to write to him on business.

JESSE L, TRE-.T.
Mr. Carnegie's address Is No. 2 East

Ninety-first Street, New York city, N. Y.

Problem in Geometry.
Ploase solve the following problem in

geometry:
L Tho product of the legs of a right

triangle Is equal to tlio hypothonure of
the altitude from tho Vertex of tho right
alible.

2, The areas of two triangles which
havo on angle of tho ono supplementary*(to:*a'rr;'ah'gie of ,the other, are-t^ each
other as the products of tho sides, in¬
cluding the supplementary anglos.:

ABC and B A D are similar triangles,
because they have a common angle, P
A D, and a right angle In each, and, of
course, tbe third, angles are equal.' Tim
homologous sides glvo tho proportion
A C ; AB i : B O.: P D. and tho product
of ti.-i extremes a C wnd R D Is equal to
the product of tho means A,B midB C,
wJilcb, was to bo found.

2.

-^-j.^~ c
.~~ D

Angles A O D and A/O B are supple¬
mental,
Now, GDlBtCsJOPiBO.or
OP OP v

..,». ^ .., multip.'ying both terms of
BO B O
first fraction by A JO nnd of second by

A 13 : O P A c : C P
A c, wo get .-.¦. « ~~.!-. or

A E : B Cl A C : B O
A 'E . C D : A CJ . B O : : A O O P -:

A C . B c, which was to ye proved.

ROYAL
Baking Powde*

Saves Health
The use of Royal Baking Powder is
essential to the healthfulness of the
family food.

Yeast ferments the food.
Alum baking powders are injurious.

Royal Baking Powder saves health.
H.OYAI BAKINO POWDER CO,, NEW YORK.

DECEMBER 21ST IN WORLD'S HISTORY
78.

Festival of St. Thomas, tho Christian apostle, whose counsels pene¬
trated irlto.India. He was killed by the Braralns and burled at Mellapour,
about tea miles from Madras.

10(17. i
,

Milton's widow disposed of her entire Interest In the "Paradise Lofet
for eight pounds. Ten pound* was paid to the author In his lifetime.

1710.
First number of the Boston Gazette Issued by William Brooker.

1775.
An act of Parliament confiscating all American vessels found floating

on the water, and for Impressing the crows of American vessels luto tho

British navy, without distinction of persons.
1807. \

The Danish Islands of St. Thomas and St. Johns, la tho West Indios,
surrendered to the British. , .-!.', r .-.-..'<

1888.-- «n/ '.

John P. Hungerford died; an office,)::In.the, Revolutionary army, and

afterwards a member of Congress frpm^jrgthi^.;
, 1848.«-»- tsoflun:

The Asiatic cholera broke out ,wiitK",|rea^ Violence among tho United
States troops at Port Lavaca, Texas.

1898.
Edwin S. Barrett died.

J002'
, ^ ..

The body of Julia Dont Grant entombed beside that of her husband.
1002.

The first complete tranatlantlc wireless telegraphic mossage sent by
Marconi from his statlin at Table Head, Nova Scotia;

J. C. WYSOR TELLS
SBflUTTHE NINTH

Cause of. Democratic Defeat
and Remedies for the

Future.

QUESTION OF BUYING VOTES

Democrats Cannot Blame Re

publicans as Long as They
Show Desire to Buy Votes

Editor of Tho Times-Plapatch:
Sir,.Frequent Inquiries are wade of me

as to the cause* of my defeat for Con-.
rrV« in the Ninth Dlatr'ct. Some of
fhe£f inquiries come from men prominent
In nubile life Tho real Inquiry should bo
as to the causes of Democratic defeat.
My vote exceeded Judge Parker^ In

every county in tho district except Wa«b-
'SnS, in ^hichJ.1, vote exceeded
mftie by twenty-five. My total voto m
tho district exceeds .his total, \ote d>
flvo hundred and fourteen. .¦.'¦_. ^.i-h
There- were three chief ^0". Zrjnoco-onerated to compass tho defeat or tno

Democratic Ucketi'rirst. the ««»"*":
cans were better organized. T»e> hau
more funds with which to Wj$«J*f£;imate expense* /necessary to e«ecAe.^Derfect their organization. The Demo-
eWWc"Vct&lly wlbhout any moan*
for this purpose. Second, the poll '"xes,
of more Republicans than, D*.0^
were paid. Tho Republicans looked after
this matter diligently. The Democrats
nogloctcd It. The Republican district
chairman was right in his frequent asser¬
tion that tho Democracy was defeated on
the 7lii of May, » x months before me

eteeUon. Third, thero Is a- very largofloating vote n tho Ninth District, rn«
Kbllcans succeeded In casting practl-
*fii we .WosWur-W In the r^-edles for ¦tho situation than, wo are in.me

ThoVemocracy In »bo Ninth should be
forthwith organized and brought In closer
touch with tho Stole organization, and
through' It with tho national organ za-

Uoiu But we should rely chiefly won
.helping ourselves. The organization
should ho effected for the purpose ofoar-
rylng the district next fall for tho Dem¬
ocratic State t-ioket, eleotlne members
of the House and Senate and clerks or
the circuit courts. By .carrying the dis¬
trict In tho State election next fall we
will have.made a long stride towards car¬
rying it in tho congressional election in
the following faia. Tho Democrats must
be as*Went lo looking after toe pay¬
ment of their poll taxes as the Republi-
cans, The Domooraftlo clerks, most of
'whom'will stand for re-election next full,
can be of great aid to the Democratic
organization In looking after this mat¬
ter, but the whote work should not bo
left to the clerks; they should be asHlated,
It will, perhaps, be advisable .for tho
party to nominate candidates for clerks
In most. If not all, Qf the counties in tho
district
The only safeguard in the Constitution

against,one man paying poH taxes for
another is tho «lx months' provision. The
reason for this provision wm that it was
thousrttt a man wowld hesitate risking his
money s«x months with tho view of- Influ¬
encing tho voto (of another. Jt Is true
the Constitution provides that tho voter
shall presonally pay his taxes. But this
amounts, to little or nothing. Tho Consti¬
tution does not forbid a man lending or
giving enothw the menoy with which to
pay Ills poll taxes. A loan or g ft makes
the money the absolute property of the
recipient, and. if he uses It In paying his
taxes, he personally pays thorn. Of
course, a protended loan or gift, mado
to corrupt and purchase the voter, is
against tho Constitution and does pot
qualify the voter, but, hero we aro met
with a practical difficulty Who la to find
tliis owl? When you challenge such a
voter he will say-lie paid his own taxes,
nnd It will be veiy dlllicult to gainsay
his word. ..'¦; ;....'

.;. As,to the purchase ot voters, the pure
eleotlon law does not tend in the feast
to prevent It. It merely expresses ft
high and lofty sentiment, approved by all
good men. and a consummation devoutly
to he wished. Our only hope In. thU mat-
tor Is to educate our people to place a
higher valuo upon the right of suffrage.
Thoy should bo persistently taught that a
man's-right to vote is 11 trust which he
¦holds for tho benefit of his country, and
that under no conceivable ciroumatancos
Is it a subject for barter or sale. Hut
the Democrats cannot oompialn of tho
Republican's buying votes as Jong'as they
show a willingness Jo do tho same thing.
As long as both political parties are in¬
clined to buy votes, neither has the right
to complain -becauao t])0 other JiHjipons
to havo the longer purse.
K tho seller is on the permanent roll.

thait Is, If lie registered prior to January
1, WW, by virtue of s?c-tfon sj of the Con-

etltutlon, he has the right to bo aidod
in the preparation or his ballot by such
officer of the election ns he MnWif. may
designate. This provision facilitates the
purchase of votes. The buyer can ^ro-
ou'ro of the seller before the concide ration
is paid that foe must have a certain.,offi¬
cer mark his ballot. Tho proyMon of tho
Constitution that persons registered after
January 1. 1t»t. (frail mark their own
hnllnlB should "bo strictly enforced, as It
tends In some degree to curtail the pur¬
chase of votes toy rendering the buyer
less certain that the voto is cast In ac¬
cordance with tho agreement; but I ao
not think proper attention was paid to
th's provision In tro last election, the
officers in many Instances aiding any
voter desiring assistance, regardless or
when he" registered. v.">".J. ,_..The convention thought the voters on
the permanent roll should have nld. and
it could devise no better measure than
to allow tho voter to select bis own
marker. 'While It may facilitate the pur-
chare of vote« to somo extent,-it is cer¬
tainly preferatolo to the old method of al¬
lowing the Judges to select a marker
by a majority vote, a method which was
subject to the very greatest abuse. What¬
ever niav take place outside ^the booth,
we should most earnestly deslro tiiat
nothing wrong should take place nn the
inside of the booth. To this end the
greatest care ehould be exercised by the
electoral boards In sclenting good n*n
for election officials. .Absolute purity In
tho election ofllo"-als wJil have a great
tendency to ra'se the standard or polit¬
ical morals among the people.
The Democracy has control of our elec¬

tion mochlnory, and the duty devolves
upon It to provide the State with election
officials true and conscientious, fearless
and faithful, In-corrupt and Incorruptible,
sustained and maintained by tho whole
power of the Commonwealth.
Tho result In the Ninth In the last elec¬

tion disarms the suspicion of our election
officials, which our political opponents are
ever.too ready to engender and encour¬
age. If the Democrats of the Ninth will
pay their poll taxes, organize and deter¬
mine to use all legitimate, fair nnd hon¬
orable means and methods to redeem the
Ninth from Republicanism, they will re¬
deem it.

I take this occasion to make acknowl¬
edgment- of my high appreciation of tin
votes that were cast for me and of tti«
aid th&t was rendered me In the campaign
by one and all.

Respectfully.
,.¦:¦:¦ J. C. WTSOR.

Pulaski,. Va. Peo.'iTl, 1904.

v.. ,.Reply to "Fair Play."
Editor'of'The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,.Referring to an article in the

News t.eader signed "Fair Play," about a
fair "trial' for Cadet Coulter, The Times-
Dispatch reporter can state on tho hlgli.
est -authority that on last Tuosday Dr.
McBryde told Mr. h. A. Coulter. Cadol
Coulter's father, In Olio presence ol
Messrs. Brown. Robertson and Cloyd.ol
the board of visitors, that if his son hud
any new statement to mako in his defense
or could present any new evidence, In
(as president of the faoulty) would gladb'
call a faoulty meeting and give him 3
now hearing. A- F. JACKSON.

Correspondent.
Blackeburg, Va. Dec. 10t/h.

. .- ""

Our Railways.
Tho railroad mileage In tho United

States is increasing at tho rate of about
6,000 miles a year. At tills rate In twenty
years there will bo 100,000 moro miles of
railroad in the country. If the country
ooiiUnues to devojori during the noxl
twenty years as rapidly n* it has dur'nj
tho last two doendes, it will require fulls
100,000 moro miles of railroad to ItnndN
tlio increase In tho volumo of traffic

* i.

Seasonable Sport in Maryland.
Gotlelb Myers, this city, was out hunt¬

ing, and when his dpg chased up a rabbi I
he took good aim and fired. Tho rabbit
Jumped a fence, and the dog wont down
and cut with his face shot off, Mr.
Myers brought It homo, That Is .all he
got..Hngerstown Mai),

BY MAIL

Best
Sewing Machine

Needles
FOR ALL

MAKES OF
MACHINES

ONLY C .CENT^S
i,;'. 'Per Packages

Postage one cent for I to 20 package.
Send Coin or Stamps. State kinds

wanted.

Addr-os/
THE SINQER MANFQ CO.

19 Weit Broad Street,
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA.-
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